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PREFACE. 
HE apparent Increaſe of 
Infidelity, or at leaſt of the 
open Profeſſion of it, of late 
Vears, among ſuch as diſreliſh the 
Purity of the Scripture Precepts, 
cannot but be matter of deep 
Concern with all, who honour 


God, who love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in Sincerity, and who- 


have Compaſſion on their fellow- 


Mortals, whoſe dangerous Con- 
dition thgy ſee and bewail, while 
the God of this World bath blind- 


ed the Minds of them who believe 


not. To this pious and charita- 
ble Concern it is, doubtleſs, ow- 
ing that I have been earneſtly ſol- 
licited to publiſh theſe two Ser- 
mons. I hoped to have been ex- 
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cuſed from publiſhing any thing 


more during the now ſhort Re- 


mainder of my Life; for my Years 


are too many, and my Time 1s 
too much filled up with my ſtat- 
ed Buſineſs, to admit of that Po- 
liſhing which is expected in Diſ- 


courſes that appear in Print. But 


there is a Sort of Importunity 


which it is hard to reſiſt, and 


there are Friends to whom one 


knows not how todenyany thing; 


and therefore theſe Sermons, 


which were preached without the 
leaſt View to their being made 


more public, muſt now venture 
into the World. I am well aware 


that ſome Perſons may judge it to 


be needleſs and impertinent to 


publiſh theſe plain Diſcourſes, on 
An Argument which has been fo. 


well,. 
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Claſſes of Mankind; and there- 


ny, who will neither be at the Ex- 
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well, and ſo much more fully 


handled in ſeveral Books already , 
extant: But it has been alledged 
that thoſe larger Treatiſes are ſe] - 
dom read by the common Peo- 


ple, among whom the Faſhion of 


Deiſm, and of contemning the 
Scripture is very much ſpread, 
and has infected even the lower 


fore it has been much defired that 
theſe Sermons might be publiſh- 
ed, in a ſmall Volume by them- 
ſelves; in hopes that lo little and 
cheap a Book may be read by ma-- 


pence of procuring, nor at the 
Pains of reading larger Volumes. 
Some good Succeſs which, I any. 
informed, God was pleaſed to give 
to theſe Sermons in preaching, is 
„ an 


vi THE PR E F A CE. 
an Encouragement to hope that 
He may alſo be pleaſed to make 
them of Uſe in reading. 

As in this Publication J have 
gratified the Deſire of many of my 
Chriſtian Friends; ſo J hope that, 
in Return, they will gratify my 
Deſire and Requeſt, which is, that 
they will join with me in earneſt 
Prayer to God for his Bleſſing on 
theſe Sermons, that ſo they may 
be ſome Means of ſtopping the 
Progreſs of Infidelity, of recover- 
ing ſuch as are already taken in 
the Snare of the Devil, and of 
eſtabliſhing the Faith of the Peo- 
ple of God; and ſo, though not 
otherwiſe, will they alſo do ho- 
nour to the Judgment of thoſe at 


whoſe — e the ＋ are are publiſhed. 
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e know that his Teſtimony is 
? Flu“. : 


ee H Us Se. Jobn ſolemnly aſ- 
ſerts the Truth of what he 
bad written in the forego- 
ing Hiltory, concerning the 
Life, Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt, He had not written theſe Things 


1 

5 

4 upon Hear-ſay and uncertain Report, 
(? 


but upon his own certain Knowledge ; 
they were no other Things than what he- 
had /een with his own Eyes, and heard 


with his own Ears, which he had J- 
| ed 
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ed upon, or attentively conſidered, . and 
which his Hands had, as it were, handled 
of: the Word of: Life, as he ſpeaks in the 
firſt Verſe of his firſt Epiſtle ; and there 
fore he had the fulleſt Aſſurance of the 
Truth of the Teſtimony which he had 


given concerning them. But his Form 
of Expreſfion, we know, has led ſome to 
ſuppoſe that this laſt Chapter, or atleaſt 
the two laſt Verſes of it, were written 
by ſome other Hand, and ſigned by ſome 
other of Chriſt's Diſciples then living, as 
their Atteſtation to the Truth of Sz. 


Jobn's Goſpel : But I ſee no Reaſon for 


ſuch a Suppoſition, ſince St. John him- 
ſelf uſes exactly the ſame Form of Ex- 
preſſion in his Epiſtle, that which we 
have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you. 
St. Paul alſo writes in the ſame man- 
ner, 1 Theſ}. ii, 18. Wherefore we would 
| bave come unto you, even I Paul. Per- 
haps S. Jobn uſes we inſtead of I in the 


Text, partly to denote the general Aſſent 


which Men give to ſuch Sort of Teſ- 
timony as he had given concernin 
Chriſt, The Teſtimony of 1 
unblemiſhed Character, who was an 
| Eye- 


Pr 
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Eye-witneſs of Facts, is generally cre- 
dited; few, if any, will doubt but ſuch 
a Man's Teſtimony, on his own perſon- 
al Knowledge, is true; and ſuch was 
the Teſtimony which Sf. Jobn had giv- 
en, and written in this Hiſtory concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore we all now, 
or it is the common Senſe of Mankind in 
ſuch Matters, that his Teſtimony is true. 
And eſpecially St. Jahn meant to declare 
bis own Certainty of theſe Things, as 
he had done before, Chap. xix. 35. He 
that ſaw it bare record, and his Record is 
true; and he knoweth that be ſaith true. 
St. Zobn was aſſured, -beyond all doubt 
and Heſitation, that his Teftimony con- 
cerning Chriſt was true: But how are. 
we to be aſſured of it? That is the Queſ- 
tion which I propoſe to handle in this 
Diſcourſe. What Evidence have we 
of the Truth of the Goſpel, upon which 
we may make theſe Words our own,. 
and ſay, we know that his Teſtimony is 
true? Now, in diſcourſing on this Point, 

I ſhall not confine myſelf to St. Yobn's 
Teſtimony, and to thoſe Things only 


which he has recorded in his Hiſtory of 
; Chriſt; 5 


10 The Introduction. 


Chriſt; but I ſhall take in alſo the Teſ- 
timony of all the other Apoſtles and ſa- 
cred Writers, concerning all Things 


which are contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and I hope to ſhew you (to the 
Conviction of any ſuch as may doubt of 
this Teſtimony, and for the further Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Faith of thoſe who be- 
lieve it) that it is true; ſo that as they, the 
Apoſtles, ventured their Lives and their 
Souls upon it, e may ſafely do ſo too. 

Here, that we may proceed by. regu- 
Jar Steps in our Enquiry into the Truth 
of this Teſtimony, or of the Scripture- 
Revelation, we ſhall firſt conſider the 
Probability of it, and then, ſecondly, 


the Certainty of it; that it is probable | 


to be true, and then that is more than 
probable; ſo that we alſo may ſay, up- 
on ſufficient Evidence, we know that 
this Teſtimony 1s true. 

Firſt, As to the Probability of this 
Teſtimony, or of the Scripture-Revela- 
tion. We hear of ſome Things which are 
ſo utterly improbable to be true, that we 
do not think it worth while to give our- 


ſelves any Trouble to enquire about 


them; 


Our need of a Revelation from God. 1 1 


them, but reject them at once as mere 
Fables. So ſome Perſons treat the Goſ- 
pel; but ſuch Perſons are grievouſly, and, 


it may be feared, fatally miſtaken; for 
there is much more Probability, at leaſt, 
that this Teſtimony is true, than what 
they think for. For, 

1. I is very certain that we greatly 
needed ſuch a Jeſtimony or Revelation 


from God as the Bible is. It is certain, 


I fay; however confidently ſome will 
aſſert that the Light of natural Reaſon 
alone is ſufficient to teach Men all 
rheir Duty, and to guide them in the 
Way to Happineſs, Were that true, 
and could it be made to appear to be 
true, we would give up the Bible at 
once; for it is not to be thought that 
God would ſend us a Revelation which 
we had no need of, But how plainly 
does the contrary appear to be true? 
For look into any Heathen Nation, 
where the Light of divine Revelatipn 


never came, and fee what mere human 


Reaſon did, or has ever done, to make 
Men wiſe, and good, and holy, to ſhow 


them their Duty, and to prevail with 
VP them 


12 Our need of a Revelation from God. j 
them to practiſe it, What do we ſee 
in any of thoſe Nations, but the moſt 
ſenſeleſs Idolatries, and moſt immoral 
Practices? The Apoſtle gives us the true 
Picture of the Gentiles, and of the Man- 
© ner of their Life, in the 1 Pet. iv. 3. 
They walked in Laſciviouſueſi, Luſis, x! 
ceſs of Wine, Revellings, Banquettings, 
and abominable Idolatries, and ſo they do 
ſtill, and ſo it may reaſonably be ex- 
pected they always will do, until God 
ſhall pleaſe to ſend his Goſpel among ; 
them, Now, can we be ſo vain as to 
think that our reaſoning Powers are fo 
much better than theirs, that if we had 
been left, as they are, to the mere unaſ- 
ſiſted Light of natural Reaſon, we ſhould 
4 have ſpelt out our Duty and our immor- 
1 tal Intereſt better than they have done? 
No, no, human Nature and human 
Reaſon are much the ſame all the World 
over. I doubt not but the moſt ſavage 
Nations of Heathens have as good natu- 
ral Genius's among them as are to be 
found in the politer Nations of Chriſti- 
ans. What then is it that has made the 
Difference betwixt us and them? Why © 
are. 
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are not we practiſing the ſame ſenſcleſs 
Idolatries that they do? Why are not 
we as ſtupidly ignorant of the Things 
of God, and the Duties of Morality and 
Religion as they are? It is doubtleſs Re- 
velation that has made the Difference; 
it is becauſe God has given us the Light 
of his glorious Goſpel, which he has not 

iven to them; otherwiſe we have no 
Reaſon to think but we ſhould have been 
as ignorant as they are. It is a common 
Say ing, and a very true one, there is n 
Argument againſt Matter of Fat : Now 
the Fact is, that there neither is, nor 
ever was, any Nation under Heaven on 
which the Light of Revelation had not 
ſhined, but what was, in the gene- 


ral, thus ſtupidly ignorant and wicked. 


How natural then is the Inference? How 
fair the Concluſion? That if we were 
not favoured with the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, we ſhould have been ſuch as thoſe 
Heathens are. This then, methinks, 

might be enough to convince us, that we 
needed a Revelation from God, and that 


| the Light of Reaſon _—_ is by no weans 


ſufficient 


14 Hen have generally been ſenſible 


ſufficient to guide Men in the Way of 


Truth, Duty and Happineſs. 
And further, it ſhould ſeem that 
Men have generally been ſenſible of their 
Need of a Revelation from Heaven, from 
the many pretended Revelations which 
have been broached in the World, and 
the Readineſs with which they have 
been received by Multitudes of People, 
Whence is it that the 4Ikoran + of Ma- 
bomet, for Inſtance, which abounds with 
ſuch ſenſeleſs Rhapſodies and idle Tales, 
has. been received as a divine Revelation 
by ſo many Nations? Does not that 
plainly ſhew that they are ſenſible of 
their Need of a Revelation from God, 
to inſtru them in their Duty, and the 
Way to Happineſs ; and that the Light 
of their unaſſiſted Reaſon is not ſuffici- 
ent for that Purpoſe? and therefore ra- 
ther than have no Revelation, they will 
take 
+ I call it te Alkoran, in Compliance with Cuſ- 
tom, though it would be more proper to ſay, the Ko- 
ran; for the Particle A, in the Arabic Language, ſig- 
nifies the, and Koran is a Reading, or that which 
ought to he read. But, as ſeveral Englih Readers 
would hardly know what Book was meant by that 


Title, I chooſe to give it the common Title which Cuſ- 
tom has made familiar to us, 
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take up with ſo wretched a Forgery ; 
ſo that, in this Matter, we might ap- 
eal to the common Senſe of Mankind, 
that we ſtand in need of a Revelation 

from God. | 
Again, another Argument to prove 
our Need of ſuch a Teſtimony, or Re- 
velation from God, 'as the Goſpel is, 
may be, that without it we ſhould have 
no ſufficient Encouragement to practiſe 
our Duty, even though we knew it. 
Suppoſe the Light of Reaſon only could 
bave ſhowed us, in all Caſes, what 1s 
our Duty to do, yet, without thoſe Mo- 
tives and Encouragements which the 
Goſpel gives, I know not what ſhould 
move and encourage us to practiſe it. 
What Encburagement could Sinners have 
to repent, and return to God and their 
Duty? What Ground of Hope of the 
Pardon of their Sins, and of future Bleſſ- 
ednęſs? ſurely none that was ſufficient, 
none that would be effectual to move 
them to Religion. Here I might eaſily 
ſhow you the Inſufficiency of the Light 
of Nature, and conſequently the Neceſ- 
ſity of a Revelation from God, in a great 
B 2 many 
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many Particulars ; but it may be ſuffi- 
cient to inſtance in theſe two, firſt, A 
Revelation from God was neceſſary to 
give us any reaſonable Hope of the Par- 
don of our Sins. And, ſecondly, To 
give us any well-grounded Hope of a 
future State of Bleſſedneſs. Theſe are 
two of the moſt animating Principles of 
all Religion and Virtue, and for both we 
are plainly beholden to Revelation. 
Firſt, A new and ſuper-natural Re- 
velation fan God was neceſſary to give 
Sinners any reaſonable Hope of the Par- 
don of ther Sins; and without that there 
could be no Religion in the World; no 
Encouragement to repent and to do any 
Duty at all : But the Sinners of this 
World, if they were not abſolutely ſtu- 
pid and thoughtleſs about their Souls 
and Eternity, would fink into Deſpair, 
as the Damned in Hell do. Our own 
Conſoiences will tell us that we are Sin- 
ners; that we have broken our Ma- 
ker's Law ; ; that we have moſt ungrate- 
fully and ſhamefully alienated our Hearts 


from bis Love, and our Lives from his 
__ that we have walked contrary to 
God ; 


* 
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God ; and therefore, as he 1s a juſt and 
holy God, our own Reaſon will alſo tell 
us that he muſt needs be highly diſpleaſ- 
ed with us. That we have been Sinners 
againſt God, is a Truth too plain and 
certain to be contradicted : Even the 
Heathens univerſally acknowledged it, 
and few, if any Men in their ſober 
Senſes, have had the Front to deny it 
But how ſhall we know whether God 
is diſpoſed to pardon our Sins, and to 
become reconciled unto us? What En- 
couragement ſhall we have to repent of 
our Sins, and to return to our Duty to 
him? Will natural Reaſon tell us this? 
Could we know it without a Revelation 
from Heaven? I do not ſee that we poſ- 
ſibly could: For if we could obtain a 
Certainty of Pardon without a Revela- 
tion, we mult either gather it ſrom the 
eſſential Goodneſs of God, or from the 
viſible effects of his Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty to us; but I do not ſee how we could 
gather it from either of them. As for 
the eſſential Goodneſs of God, we know, 
our Reaſon will tell us, that Juſtice is 
as 20 to his Nature as Goodneſs; 
B 3 and 
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and what Reaſon will inform us that 
God will raiſe the Honour of his Good- 
_ neſs on the Ruins of his Juſtice? or that 
he will glorify one of his Attributes at 
the Expence, and to the Diſhonour of 
another of them ? Will Reaſon tell us, 
that if we are ſorry for our Sins, and re- 
pent, ſo good a Being as God is, will 
doubtleſs forgive us? but does Repen- 
tance ſatisfy human Governments ? Do 
they not often puniſh Criminals notwith- 
ſtanding they 'repent ? And does not the 
Honour of the Law and Government 
require that it ſhould be ſo? And may 
not the righteous Governor of the World 
do ſo too? Forgiveneſs is to be ſure the 
effect of God's Goodneſs; but what 
then, does it flow from the Neceflity of 


his Nature, or from his free Will? Moſt 


certainly to forgive Sin is an Act of his 
Will and Grace, Has not God a Right 
and a Power to puniſh his rebellious 
Creatures? Certainly he has: And how 
can-Reaſon only tell us that he will ever 
depart from that Right ? 

Again, can Reaſon tell us what Sins 

God will pardon, whether a//, or only 


Jome !? 
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fame? and how often he will repeat his 


Pardon, in caſe we relapſe into Sin, and 
repeat our Tranſgreſſions, which is the 
Caſe with Men continually ? Or will it 
tell us on what Terms God will forgive 
us, if he will forgive us at al}? Ican 
find no fatisfaftory Anſwers, from the 
Dictates of Reaſon only, to any of theſe 
Enquiries, It is certain the Heathens, 
who had not the Light of Revelation 
among them, were greatly at a Loſe 
concerning all theſe Matters. V bo can 
tell if God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from bis Anger that ue periſh not? 
faid the Heathen King of Nineveb, Jo- 
nab iti. g. That was the fartheſt that 
Reaſon could go in this Matter. Who 
can tell whether God will be prevailed 

n to pardon our Sins or not? Per- 
haps he will, but perhaps he will-not; 
a poor Encouragement this to Repen- 
tance, We cannot then infer, with any 
Certainty, that God will pardon Sin 
from the Goodneſs of his Nature; be- 
cauſe he is uſt as well as good : Neither 
can we infer it, with any more Certain 
ty, from the viſible Effects of his _ 
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neſs which we ſee in the World around 
us, and which we ourſelves experience 
in other Matters. We plainly perceive, 
indeed, and we feel, that God is kind 
and good; for he loads us daily with his 
Benefits, he gives us Rain and fruitful 
Seaſons, and many other Bleſſings in this 
World: But we do not ſometimes feel, to 
our Coſt, that he is a juſt God too? or | 
whence come all our Calamities and 
Afflictions? Had it not been for Sin wie 

had known no Sorrow. Afliction com- | 
eth not out of the Duſt, nor Trouble out 
of” the Ground *; none of theſe Things © 
befal us without the Appointment of 
God. Muſt not then our Afflictions be 
conſidered as manifeſt Tokens of the 
righteous Judgment of God upon us for 
our Sins againſt him? However, does 
not God inflict viſible Puniſhment on l 
ſome Sinners in this World for their 7 
Sins? And can Reaſon aſſure us that he 
will not do the fame to all Sinners in the 
World to come? and though he defers 

our deſerved Puniſhment for a Time, 

how: are we e ſure that he will never in- I 
| flie& "| i 
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flict it? A condemned Criminal is obli- 

d to his Prince for a Reprieve; but 
he cannot infer from it that he ſhall cer- 
tainly be pardoned: And eſpecially if, 
after the Reprieve, the ungrateful 
Wretch commits new Crimes againſt 
his Prince, (as Man, ungrateful Man, 
does againſt God,) a Reprieve for a Time 
would be but a feeble Ground to build 
his Aſſurance of Pardon upon. And no 
better Ground is that on which Sinners 
againſt God are apt to build their Hope 
of his Pardon; namely, becauſe he does 
not execute Judgment upon them ſpee- 
dily, but fuffers them ſtill to enjoy the 
Bounties of his Providence. So that the 
fartheſt Reaſon alone can carry us in our . 
Hopes of Pardon from God, is only thus 
far, who can tell? it may be God will 
pardon us, and it may be he will not. 
Who can tell but God may repent, and turn 
away his Anger, that ue periſh not? 
But is it not altogether as reaſonable to 
ſay, on the other hand, Who can tell 
but that God will not turn and repent, 
nor turn away his Anger from us, and 


then we muſt periſh everlaſtingly ? 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be God for his Goſpel, for that 


Revelation of his Mind, and Will, and 
Grace, which clears up all theſe Piffi- 


culties, which aſſures us that Fhere is 


Forgiveneſs with bim +, and which 
ſhows us the Way in which we may 
obtain it. And now do not you plainly 
ſee that a Revelation from God was 
highly neceſſary for this Purpoſe ? Moſt 
certainly it was. Man could have had no 
ſufficient Motive nor Encouragement to 
Repentance and Religion without it. 

If it ſhould be objected here that the 
Heathens, who had no ſuch Revelation 
of the Grace of God, yet did not de- 
ſpair of his Mercy; but many of them 
had very confident Hopes of Pardon and 
of Happineſs in a future State, 1 anſwer, 
that as to the wiſer and more knowing 
Part of them, it is not true that they 
were very confident; but very far other- 
wiſe, we hear them, in their Writings 
which are come down to our Times, free- 
ly acknowledging their great Uncertain- 
ty about theſe Matters; and I am much 


inclined to think that what Hopes they 
had 
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had were originally derived from Reve- 
lation, They were all the Poſterity of 
Adam and of Noab to whom God gave 
a Revelation of his Grace; and ſo much 
of that Revelation was continued by Tra- 
dition, in all their Tribes and Nations, 
as to give them ſome Hope that God 
was inclined to pardon and forgive Sin- 
ners. | 

The other Inſtance which I mention- 
ed of the Inſufficiency of the Light of 
natural Reaſon only to make Men wiſe 
unto Salvation, 1s, 

Secondly, Concerning a State of future 
Bleſſedneſi. You eannot but be ſenſible 
that it is a Matter of mighty Importance, 
in order to animate and encourage Men 
to the Practice of all Duty towards God or 
Man, that they ſhould be well perſuaded 
and ſatisfied of a future State; that here 
1s a Reward for the Righteous ; and that 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain, When 
Aſaph once doubted of a future State, it 
quite diſpirited and diſcouraged him from 
all Duty and Goodneſs, Yerily, ſays he, 
T have cleanſed my Heart in vain, and 


waſhed my Hands in Innocency, Pal, Ixxiii. 
13. 
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13. Take away the Doctrine of fu- 


ture Rewards, and you cut the Nerves 


of all Piety and Virtue. He that cometh 
to. God muſt believe that be is, and that 
be is a Rewarder of all them that diligent- 
ly ſeek him. Heb. xi. 6. But now we 
not only believe, but we know, or we 


plainly fee with our own Eyes, that good 


and holy Men are not rewarded by the 
Bounties of Providence in this Life and 
World, more than the moſt vile and 
profligate ; but alt Things here come alike 
to all, and there is one Event to the Righ- 
teous and the wicked +, Well, but ſince 
there is no proper Reward to the Righte- 
ous in this World, may we expect it in 
another? What can Reaſon tell us? Why, 


perhaps we may; that is the moſt it can 


ſay to this Matter. Who can tell but 
God may pardon our Sins, and exempt 
us from future Puniſhment? But will 
he alſo receive us into his F avour, and 
make us happy forever? That is a far- 
ther Doubt which Reaſon alone can ne- 
ver ſatisfy. It would be tedious, and 
almoſt endleſs, to recite all the feveral 


_ 


4 Eccleſ. ix. 2, 3. 
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Paſſages which might be collected from 
the wiſeſt oi the Heathen Writers, in 
which they expreſs their Doubt and Un- 
certainty as to this Matter *, Mh knows 
but Death may prove to a Man the greateſt 
Good, ſaid one of their moſt celebrated 
Moraliſts, Plato; and that was the moſt 
that any of them could ſay, What a fee- 
ble Ground of Hope, what a poor Encou- 
ragement to Goodneſs was this? And yet 
this was all that their Reaſon could diſco- 
ver to them about a future State, Moſt 
certainly then we may conclude, that if 
God did really intend Mercy and Salva- 
tion for any of the Sinners of this World, 
he would let them know, by a Revela- 
tion from himſelf, that he is inclined to 
pardon their Sins, and to receive them 
into his Favour, and to make them 
happy in his Prefence forever, There 
was plainly an abſolute Neceſſity of a 
new Revelation, after Men had turned 
Sinners and Rebels againſt God, in or- 
der to their Recovery to Holineſs and 

C Hap- 


* The Reader may ſee a judicious Collection of Paſ- 
ſages to this Purpoſe, from the beſt of the ancient Hea- 
then Writers, in Mr. Nathanael Taylor's Preſervative 
againſt Deiſm, Chap. II. 


* 
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' Happineſs; and in order to excite, to ani- 
mate and encourage them toall the Duties 
of Morality and Religion; and therefore 
upon this one Suppoſition, that God had 
a merciful Deſign towards any of the fall- 
en human Race, a new Revelation might 
moſt rea ſonably be expected from him; 
for we do not ſee how his merciful De- 
ſign could have been anſwered without 
it. This therefore affords one very pro- 
bable Argument that there is ſuch a Re- 


velation of the Mind and Will of God, 


which he has given unto Men. 
And now the Queſtion is, where this 
Revelation, or Teſtimony from God, is 
to be found and met with? We fay it is 
in our Bzble, the Mahometans ſay it is 
in their A/coran, and there are Nations 
of Heathens who have what they pre- 
tend to be a Revelacion from Heaven 
among them. Let us now enquire 
which of all theſe bids faireſt to be the 
true Teſtimony of God. This brings 
me to a ſecond Remark, on the Side of 
the Scripture Revelation, namely, 
H. That it is every Way worthy of God. 
Since a Revelation from God was neceſ- 
ſary, 
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fary, and might reaſonably be expeCted» 
we may fairly conclude that ſuch a Re- 
velation is in the World; and it is an 
Argument of ſtrong Probability, in Fa- 
vour of our Bible, that it is every way 
worthy of God: It is ſuch a Revelation 
as we might expect that God would 
make, if he were pleaſed to make any 
at all; for it directly relieves us in all 
thoſe Difficulties which we ſo much 
wanted to be informed and ſatisfied 
about. It aſſures us that there is For- 
giveneſs with God for Sinners in this 
World, and it directs us to a certain Way 
and Method of obtaining it. It ſhows 
us how God has moſt wiſely and graci- 
ouſly contrived a Way for reconciling _ 
and uniting the Intereſt and Honour of 
his Goodneſs and Juſtice ; ſo that he can 
now pardon Sinners and receive them 
to his Mercy, and yet aſſert and vindi- 
cate the Honour of his Juſtice and his 
Law; and that was by ſetting forth his 
oon * to be a Propitiation for our Sins, 
. laying our Iniquities upon him, and in- 
flicting upon him a Puniſhment which 
was equal to what our Sins had deſerv- 
C2 . 
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ed. So the Bible tell us, that e Lord 
bath laid upon him the Iniquity of us all * ; 

that the Son of God was made Sin for us r, , 
ſuffered the Fuſt for the Unjuſt ; that he | 
was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and | 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſe- 

ment of our Peace was upon him, and with 

his Stripes we are healed,||. It directs us: 

to Faith in Chriſt, as the/Way of obtain= *® 
ing the Pardon of our Sins and Recon- j 
ciliation with God; and it aſſures us that 
whoſoever believes on Chriſt ſhall be 
pardoned and ſaved. Now this is the 

very Thing which we ſo much wanted 

to be informed of, the grand Enquiry 

which ſome of the more thoughtful | 
Heathens were ſo anxious about, but in 5 
which they were never able to obtain } 
any Satisfaction) M herewith ſhall I come s 
before the Lord, and bow myſelf before 
the high God? ſhall I come before him | 
with burnt Offerings,with Calves of a Year 1 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thou- | 
Sands of Rams, or with ten thouſands of | 


Rivers 
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* Iſaiah liii. 6. + 2 Cor. v. 21. 
+ 1 Pet, iii. 18. {| Tfaiah liii. 5, | 


* 
* 

bf 

U 

; 
4 
1 
7 

* 

i 

2 

3 

7 

* 4 

T4 * 
o : 1 
£ * 4 
| 

4 

1 

- - 


" 
4 
„ 
1 
4 


The Holy Scriptures are worthy of God. 29 
Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Fir/}-born 
for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Bo- 
dy for the Sin of my Soul? So Balak, a 
Heathen Prince, under a Pang of Con- 
viction of Sin, inquired about Forgive- 
neſs, Micah vi. 6, 7. Will God forgive 
me at any Rate? if he will, what muſt 
I do to obtain Forgiveneſs from him ? 
His Prophet Balaam was not able to re- 
ſolve Him: He could direct him to no- 
thing more, nor further, than to do J 
tice, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
with his God, Verſe 8. But alas! this 
makes no Atonement for Sins paſt ; and 
therefore it muſt leave it utterly uncer- 


tain whether God will pardon or no- 


It is the Goſpel, and that only, that tells 
us wherewith we may come before the 
Lord, and find Mercy and Acceptance 
with him, That tells us of an Atone- 
ment which has been already made for 
our Sins, and which God will accept in- 
behalf of all thoſe who believe in his 8on 
Jeſus Chriſt, This is that wherewith 
we are to come before the Lord, upon 
which we are to truſt, and which we 
have to plead with him; and then we: 

| C3 Ars: 
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are promiſed and aſſured that we ſhall 
find Mercy. 


2 Again, the Bible reveals to us a fu- 


ture State, both of Happineſs .and of 
Miſery ; of Happineſs to the Good, of 
Miſery to the Wicked ; and both are as 
plainly deſcribed as our weak Capacities 
can at preſent take in. _,y-< 

3 The Laws and Rules of Duty which 
the Bible contains are all worthy of God, 
as they are all agreeable to the Perfections 
of his Nature, They are Rules of Pu- 
rity, ſuitable to the Holineſs of God ; 
they are Rules of Righteouſneſs, agree- 


able to his Juſtice; they are Laws of 


Kindneſs ſuitable to his Goodneſs. How 
often, and how earneſtly is univerſal 
Love and Benevolence recommended 
and preſſed in the Bible? Love is there 
made the very Sum and Subſtance of all 
our Duty; it 1s ſaid to be the fulfilling 
of the Law, How worthy then is this 
Law of that God whoſe Nature is Love? 
Again, the Do&rines of the Bible are 
every Way worthy of God. They no 
way contradict, but very much improve 
and heighten our rational Ideas of his 
5h Nature 


1 
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Nature and Perfections: They clearly 
ſhew us how the Honour of the divine 
Juſtice and Holineſs are fully ſecured, 
while Sinners are pardoned and received 
to his Mercy; and how the ſeemingly 
oppolite Claims of the ſeveral Attributes 
of God are all reconciled in our Redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt. In ſhort, if we 
compare both the Precepts and Doctrines 
of the Bible, with all the Notions of 
God which Reaſon can give us, ſure we 
muſt own that it looks very like a Tran- 
ſcript of the Divine Mind, for it is eve- 
ry Way worthy of God. It is juſt ſuch 
a Revelation as we wanted, and ſuch as 
might reaſonably be expected that God 
would give to Men. It is highly pro- 
bable therefore, to ſay no more at pre- 
ſent, that this is indeed a Revelation from 
God. 

III. I would obſerve, and J will bold- 
ly venture to ſay farther, that ere is no 
other Book, or no other Syſtem of Religi- 
on in the World, that pretends to be a Re- 
velation from God, which is worthy of him, 
and therefore none to be compared with 


our Bible. As for the old Pagan Syi- 
: tems 
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tems of Religion, we are ſure they could 
not come from the only living and true 
God, becauſe they enjoined Men to 
worſhip many falſe Gods, They could 
not come from a holy God, becauſe they 
recommended Vice and Immorality ; as 


Drunkenneſs at the Feſtivals of Bacchus, 


one of their Gods, and Lewaneſi at the 
Feſtivals of Venus, one of their Goddeſ- 
ſes. The moral Rules of one Zoroaſter, 
who taught the ancient Perſſans the ir 
Religion, are ſaid to be the pureſt of 
any of the Pagan Syſtems; but yet his 
Syſtem was ſufficiently diſgraced from 
the Honour of being a divine Revelation, 
by its allowing of Jnce/t, of the groſſeſt 
Kind. The only Book now extant, 
which pretends to be a Competitor with 
our Bible, that is worth mentioning, is 
the A/koran, or Bible of the Mahome- 
tans, which Mabomet pretended to have 
received by immediate Revelation from 

God : But if you compare this Book 

with our Bible, it will be eaſy to ſee 

which is moſt worthy of God, and 

which is moſt likely to come from him. 

It is allowed there are in the Altoran 
a ſome 
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ſome fine Sentences, and ſome good 
moral Rules and Precepts, here and there 
interſperſed ; but by far the greateſt Part 
of it is ſuch incoherent Jargon, ſuch te- 
dious Repetitions of the ſame Things, 


and fuch nonſenſical Rhapſodies, as that 


no reaſonable Man, who is not blinded 
by Prejudice, can think that it came 
from God. Beſides, there are many flat 
Contradictions in it ; ſome Laws deli- 
vered, and afterwards contradicted again, 
The greateſt Part of the future Happi- 
neſs it promiſes is quite ridiculous, as 
conſiſting of ſenſual Pleaſures, and thoſe 
of the groſſeſt Kind. As to the Laws 
and Rules of Morality which this Book 
contains, though they may be generally 
pretty ſtrict and good, yet there is one 
Exception, which is enough to diſcre- 
dit the whole, as to its Pretence of com- 
ing from God, which is, that the Allo- 
ran allows of Polygamy : It permits each 
Man to have four Wives at once, which 
we are ſure is againſt the Law of Nature, 
and therefore it could not come from 
the God of Nature; ſince he has made 
no ſuch Proviſion in Nature as four 


Wive 
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Wives for each Man, nor any Thing 
like it; for there are no more Females 


born than Males, nor indeed quite ſo 


many ; therefore Polygamy 1s evident- 
ly 2gainſt the Law of Nature; and there- 
fore, I ſay, the Alkoran, which allows 
it, cannot be a Revelation from the God 
of Nature, And indeed the Author of 
this Book ſeems to have been ſenſible 
that it would not bear a ſtrict Enquiry 
into its Truth and Authority; and 
therefore he forbade his Diſciples ever to 


doubt of it, or diſpute about it. This 


Method looks very ſuſpicions ; this is 
not like our Bible, which exhorts us 70 
prove all Things, that we may bold faſt 


that which is goed, 1 Theſſ. v. 2 1. And 


it commends the Bereans for their dili- 


gently 
f This is an Obſervation that has long been made, 
and any one may ſatisfy himſelf of the Truth of it by 
the weekly and yearly Bills of Births and Burials which 
are publiſhed in London ; for by them it appears that 
that there are conſtantly more Males born than Fe- 
males by One in about Furteen; which is a wonder- 
ful Inſtance ard Evidence of the Care of Providence, in 
preſerving the due Proportion of the two Sexes to each 
other, by this Surplus of Males to balance the Waſte 
of that Sex above the other, by Sas and Wars, and 
ſome other untimely Deaths, which ſeveral dangerous 
Trades expoſe the Men to. | 
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gently ſearching into the Evidence of that 
Revelation which was brought them by 
an Apoſtle of Chriſt, Ads xvii. 11. And 
now, can it be any Matter of Doubt with 
us which of theſe two, the Bible or the 
Alkoran, is the true Teſtimony of God? 
Upon the whole then, it appears that 
as our Bible is every way worthy of God, 
and is ſuch a Revelation as we might 
reaſonably expect from him; ſo there is 
no other Book, or Syſtem of Religion in 
the World, which is worthy of God, or 
can be ſuppoſed to come from him. I 
now add once more, 

IV. That none but God himſelf can 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be the Author of 
our Bible. If it is not the Word of God, 
whole is it, and what is it? Why, it 
muſt then be all a Forgery ; and a very 
wicked Forgery, to be ſure, it would 
be, for any Man or Men to write a 
Book of their own Heads, and to father 
jt upon God, and tell the World they 
received it by Revelation from him, 
Now what Sort of Men will you ſuppoſe 
theſe Writers of the Bible to be, if they 
were not inſpired by the Spirit of God ? 

They 
N 
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They muſt be either good Men, or bad 
Men. To ſuppoſe that any good and ho- 
neſt Man would beguilty of ſuch a wick- 
ed Forgery, is Contradiction and Non- 
ſenſe ; that could never be. A good and 
honeſt Man, we are ſure, would not 
fay that he had received a Revelation 
from God, when he knew he had not. 
We are very ſure therefore that if the 
Bible was not the Teſtimony of God, 
it was not written by good Men, Shall 
we ſuppoſe then that it was written by 
bad and wicked Men ? But read the Bi- 
ble, ſearch the Scriptures, and then judge 
whether that be at all probable. Would 
wicked Men have written againſt all 
Manner of Sin, and laid down ſuch 
pure and excellent Rules of Holineſs as 
the Bible does? What wicked Man 
would have put ſuch Sentences as theſe 
into a Book of his Writing ? The Lord 
hateth all Workers of Iniguity *; the Cu- 
vetous whom the Lord abborreth +; there 
7s no Peace ſaith my God to the Wicked 4. 
I hore- 
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Whoremongers, Adulterers, Drunkards, 


and Liars, ſhall have no Part in the 
Kingdom of God and of Chriſt *. and a 
oreat deal more to the ſame Purpoſe- 
What wicked Man would have preſcrib- 
ed ſuch excellent holy Rules as theſe? 
Whatſoever you would that Men ſhould do 
unto you, do you alſo ſo to them F. Avenge 
not yourſelves, neither give place unto 
Wrath. Render not Evil for Evil, 
nor Railing for Railing, but contrariwiſe 
Bleſſing ||. Give Diligence to cleanſe 
yourſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh 
and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the 
Fear of God d, for without Holineſs no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord |. Now can you 
think that any wicked Man would ever 
have written ſuch Things as theſe ? Is it 
at all probable that a Company of wick- 
ed Men would have conſpired thus to. 
expole themſelves, and to render them= 
ſelves and their own Character adious ? 


D Beſides, 
1 Cor.vi.g, 10, Rev. xxi. 8. 
+ Matt. vii. 12. 4 Rom. xii. 19. 
Pet. iii . $ 2 Cor, vii. 1, 


+ Heb, xii. 14, 
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Beſides, what View could any wicked 
deſigning Men have in making ſuch a 
Forgery, and palming it upon the World 
for a divine Revelation ? For what Plan 
is there. in all the Bible of advancing 
Men's ſecular Intereſt ? What Scheme 
of worldly Power can be found there ? 
Thoſe who endeavour to ground world- 
ly Power on the Doctrine of Chriſt, as 
the Pap:/ts do, alledge the Authority of 
Fathers and Councils to ſupport their 
Claim ; for they well know that nothing 


of that Sort is to be found in the Scrip- 
tures, Upon the whole then, it is ut- 


terly improbable that the Bible was a 
Contrivance and Forgery of wicked 


Men: And if neither good Men nor 


wicked Men were the proper Authors of 
it, it muſt ſurely come from God. And 
we may conclude that in compoſing the 
Scriptures holy Men of old ſpoke, and wrote 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. ] 
Here let us ſtop, and recolle& how 
far we are advanced in the Argument 
to prove that the Scriptures are the true 
Teſtimony, or Word of God. We have 
proved that ſome Revelation from God 
Was 
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was neceſſary for Man, in his preſent 
State, as a guilty, ſinful, and ignorant 
Creature; and ſuch all Men certainly are. 
Therefore, upon the Suppoſition, which 
none of us are backward to make, that 


| God had a merciful Deſign towards any 


of the fallen human Race, a Revelation 
from him might reaſonably be expected, 
We have ſhewn you that our Bible is 
every Way worthy of God ; andi Mut no 
other Book in the World, that pretends 
to be a Revelation from God, has any 
thing like ſo good a Claim to that 
nour as our Bible has. We have ſho n / 
that it could not be the Contrivance and 
Forgery either of good or of bad Men; 
and therefore, in all probability, it muſt 
be the Teſtimony of God. 
Suppoſe we were to reſt the Matter 
here, and that we had not ſuch ſtrong. 
politive Evidence of the Truth of the 
Sctiptures, as I hope to ſhew in the next 
Diſcourle that we. have ; but it was only 


| highly probable they are the true Word 


of God. They may be true, and it is 
very probable they are true : Suppoſe this 
was all we had to ſay for the Scriptures, - 

D2 what 
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what then? Should any of us do wiſely 
and prudently to deſpiſe and reject them? 
Or would it not rather be our Wiſdom 
to follow the Rule of theſe Scriptures, 
and endeavour to have our Hearts and 
Lives conformed to them. I remem- 
ber a little Story in a celebrated Author : 
A lewd young Fellow ſeeing an aged Her- 
mit go by him barefoot, Father, ſaye he, 


you are in a very miſerable Condition, if 


there 1s not another World : True, 5 on, 
fays the Hermit, but what is your Cindi- 
tion if there is *, Suppoſe there is ſuch 
another World as the Scripture tells us 
of, a Heaven and a Hell, endleſs Hap- 
pineſs and Glory for the Good, and end- 
leſs Miſery and Torment for the wick- 
ed ; only ſuppoſe this ſhould be all true, 
as moſt probably it is true, what a deſ- 
perate Riſk does the ungodly Sinner run? 
Was the Bible all a Forgery, till the 
good Man, the Chriſtian, runs no Riſk 
at all: Let that be how it will, he is 
ſafe; and his Bible affords him a thou- 


fand Supports and Comforts, and pleaſ- 


ing Hopes, to ſweeten the preſent Life 
7 as 
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as it goes on. But ſuppoſe this Bible 
ſhould prove to be the true Teſtimony 
of God, as I make no doubt but it is, 
what will become of the profane Scorn- 
er, the wicked Tranſgreſſor of the Law 
of God, the Deſpiſer of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel? The Bible fays, The Wicked 
ſhall be turned into Zell with all thoſe 
that forget God *; that he who believeth 
the Goſpel ſhall be ' ſaved, but he that be- 
hieveth not ſhall be damned +, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruftion from 
the Preſence of the Lord, and from the 
Glory of his Power . Certainly, in a 
Matter of - ſuch Importance, the ſafe 
Way is the wiſeſt Way, The Fear of 


the Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart 


from Evil is Underſtanding||. Surely 
there was great Reaſon for the Pſalmiſt 
to ſay, have all the Workers of Iniquity 
no Knowledge? Are they Fools, or are 
they mad Men, to run ſuch a deſperate 
Riſk of eternal Damnation ? to chooſe 


D 3 fo - 
* Pal. ix. 17. + Mark xvi. 16, 
t 2 Theſſ. i. 9, Job xxviii. 28. 
5 Pſal. xiv. 4. 
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ſo dangerous a Road before a ſafe one, 
which is alſo the moſt eaſy and pleaſant. 
For Wiſdoms Ways are Ways of Pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her Paths are Peace *, But 
the Way of Tranſgreſſors is hard t, and 
dreadful will the End of it be. But the 
extreme Folly of theſe Sinners will ap- 
pear in a ſtill. ſtronger Light, when we 
come to conſider the certain Evidence 
and Proof we have that the 7 Scrip- 
tures are the true Teſtimony an 


ject of the next Diſcourſe. 


®* Prov. iii. 17. 
+ Prov, xiii. 1 5. 


The End of the firſt Diſcourſe. 


SERMON 


' . 


Reve- 
Jation of God ; which is to be the Sub- 


SERMON II. 


JonN xxl. 24. 


And we know that his T 2 7 
is true. 


tory of the Life, and Death, 
and Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
SR wrote not upon Hearſay, but 
upon his own certain Knowledge ; and 
therefore he was perfectly ſure that what 
he had teſtified was true. But how ſhall 
we be aſſured that it is true? That is the 
Queſtion which I have propoſed to han- 
dle from this Text. In diſcourſing on 
which I propoſed, not to confine myſelf 
—_ to St. Jabn's Teſtimony, and to 
thoſe 


T. Jon, who wrote this k g. E 
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thoſe Matters only which he hath record- 


ed in this Hiſtory of Chriſt ; but to take 


in alſo the Teſtimony of the other Apoſ- 
tles and ſacred Writers, concerning all 
Things which are contained in the holy 
Scriptures. Here it was propoſed to 
conſider, | 


Firſt, Fhe Probability of the Truth 


of this Teſtimony, or of the Scripture- 


Revelation ; and, ſecondly, the Certain- 


ty of it. 

It has been ſhown in the former Diſ- 
courſe, that it is, at leaſt, highly pro- 
bable that the Scriptures are true; or 
that they are a Revelation ſent us by the 
God of Truth, as becauſe a Re- 


velation from God was neceſſary for Men 


in their preſent fallen State; and there- 
fore it might reaſonably be expected from 
him,. — becauſe the Bible is every Way 


worthy of God; and therefore it bids 


fair to be a Revelation from him. 
becauſe nc other Book in the World, 
that pretends to be a Revelation from 
God, has any thing like ſo good a Claim 
to that Honour as the Bible has, — 


and becauſe neither good Men nor bad 


Men 


of the Writers of the Bible. 45 


Men can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be 

the proper Authors of the Bible ; there- 

fore, in all probability, it is the Teſti- 

mony of God himſelf, and thoſe holy 

Men, who wrote the Scriptures, wrote 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, I 
roceed now, 

Secondly, To ſhow the Certainty of this 
Teſtimony; or to offer ſome more certain 
and concluſive Arguments for the Truth 
of the Holy Scriptures. It is not only 
highly probable, but it is very certain that 
this Teſtimony is true; for we have the 
moſt ſubſtantial Evidences that we could 
expect, or even defire, in ſuch a Caſe, to 
prove to us, that the Bible is indeed the 
Word of God, a Revelation which he 
hath ſent us. Here I will begin, 

Firſt, Vitb the Character and Cond: 
tions of the Writers of this Teſtimony, 
who ſolemnly declared that they wrote 
it by the Inſpiration of God. Now the 
Queſtion i is, whether they are to be be- 
lieved in what they teſtify? It was 
fhown in the laſt Diſcourſe that it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that any good Men would 


be guilty of ſo wicked a Forgery, as to 
father 
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father thei: own Conceptions and Writ- 


ings upon God, and to ſay, that they 


received what they wrote from God, 
when they knew they did not: And it 
is as improbable, and indeed impoſſible, 
that the Bible could be the Contrivance 
of any bad Men; for had wicked Men 
framed a Book to impoſe upon the 
World, under the Notion of a Revelati- 
on from God, we are morally ſure they 
would have made .it more favourable to 
their corrupt Inclinations and Luſts; 
and, we may be very ſure, they would 
not have ſacrificed their worldly Inte- 
reſt, and their very Lives to this their 
Teſtimony, as it is certain ſeveral of the 
Writers of the Bible did, if they had 
known it to be a Forgery. The = poſ- 
ble Suppoſition then that can be made, 
in caſe the Bible is not a Revelation 
from God, is, that the ſeveral Writers of 
it were Entiufiafts, Men of a diſtemper- 
ed Brain, who fancied they were inſpired 
when they were not. Such Perſons 
there doubtleſs have been, whoſe Heads 
were turned, and who fancied themſelves 
to be inſpired, and that they had a Reve- 


lation. 
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lation from God, when there was no- 
thing more in it than their own crazy 
Imagination. Now can we ſuſpect that 
this might be the Caſe with the Writers 
of the Bible? Can we ſee any Reaſon to 
ſurmiſe that they were ſuch deluded En- 
thufiaſts? or have we not the beſt Evi- 
dence in the World that they were ſo- 
ber, cool-headed Men, who knew what 
they ſaid, and were certain of what they 
wrote ? For this I may appeal, 

1. To their Manner of writing, and 
to the Subjects which they wrote upon. 
For thoſe ſacred Writers did not only 
deliver Doctrines from God, and foretel 
Things to come, but they alſo related, 
and have recorded ſeveral Facts and Mat- 
ters of Hiſtory, which, at the Time 
when th y wrote them, could eaſily have 
been diforoved, if they had not been 
true. Such as Mofes's Hiſtory of God's 
delivering the 1/rae/ites from the Bon- 
dage of Egypt, by a long Train of Mi- 
racles, and of his conducting them thro' 
the Wilderneſs for forty Years, in a ve- 
ry extraordinary Manner. The Hiſtory 
which the ws ad verote of the Life, 
Miracles, 
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Miracles, Death, and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt; and they appeal to many hun- 
dreds of living Witneſſes for the Truth 
of what they related ; as the Apoſtle 
Paul does, 1 Cor. xv. 6. where he ſays 
that Chriſt was ſeen alive, after his 
Death, by above five hundred Brethren at 
once, the greater Part of whom were 
ſtill living at the Time when he wrote 
this. Now this was fair and open Deal- 
ing, to appeal to Hundreds of living 
' Witneſſes, for the Truth of a Matter of 
Fact: And does this look like enthuſiaſtic 
Delufion ? No certainly, Enthufiaſts, and 
Perſons of a diſtempered Brain, are apt 
to deal in whimſical Speculations and 
Prophecies, and not in relating plain 
Matters of Fact, in which they might 
be contradifted by living Witnefles, if 
what they ſay be not true. Again, let 
me obſerve to you farther, 

2. That as the ſacred Writers appear 
to be Men of a ſound Mind, and ſober 
Judgment, ſo they a!ſo appear to be very 
honeſt and upright Men, Witneſs their 
ſo often relating their own Faults and 


Falling, and thoſe of their deareſt 
Friends, 
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Friends. For inſtance, Moſes, whoſeWrit- 
ings make ſo conſiderable a Part of the 
Old Teſtament, how often does he, on one 
_ Occaſion and another, ſpeak of his own 
Weaknefles, and Miſcarriages and thoſe 
of bis neareſt Kindred ? as, in the third 
Chapter of Exodus, he relates how back- 
ward and unwilling he was to obey the 
Command of God, when he called him 
to deliver Mael. In the latter End of 
the fourth Chapter, he has recorded his 
own finful Neglect of God's Ordinance, 
in not circumciſing his Son. In Num- 
Vers xx. he relates the Story of his own 
ſinful Paſſion, for which God was angry 

with him; and in Chapter xii, of that 

Book, he has faithfully recorded the Se- 

dition of his own Brother Aaron, and his 

Siſter Miriam, for which God ſmote 

her with the Plague of Leproſy, Mo- 

Jes was fo far from the Vanity of moſt. 
other Hiſtorians, who commonly labour 

to aggrandize their own Nations, that a 

good Part of his Hiſtory is taken up with 
the Account of the Perverſeneſs, the 

Stubborneſs and the Idolatries of his own 

People Jjrael, Surely this has very much 

= 4 he 
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the Air of an impartial and true Hiſ- 
tory. - 1 Os 

The ſame Thing is to be obſerved of 
the Writers of the New Teſtament, the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt. How freely do they 
publiſh their own Faults, their Pride 
their Ambition, their Emulation, and the 
like? What a ſhameful Story do they 
tell of themſelves! that, a little before 
the Death of Chriſt, there was a Strife 
among them which of them ſhould be ac- 
counted the greateſt *, and how, at the 
Time of his laſt Sufferings, one of their 
Number betrayed their Lord, another 
denied him, and all the reſt of them 
forſook him and fled t. St. Matthew 
leaves a Cenſure upon his own Life, via. 
that he had been a Publican, which was 
an Office of very bad repute. And ſo 
does St. Paul, who writes himfelf he 
chief of Sinners, and who has recorded 
it in his Writings, once and again, that 
he had been a Blaſphemer of Chriſt, and 
an injurious Perſecutor of the Church of 
God. Now theſe are ſuch Inſtances of 
Ce 


„Lake xxii. 24. T 
1 Match. xxvi. $6. 
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Humility and Honeſty as were never 
found among Impoſtors, and Writers of 
Forgery. They always take care of 
their own Reputation in the firſt Place; 
whereas it 1s plain theſe Writers have 
no Regard to their own Reputation, but 
to the Honour of God and Chriſt. 
Therefore, as Nicodemus ſaid to Chriſt, 
We know that thou art a Teacher come 
from God, for no Man can do the Mira- 
cles thou doſt, except God be with him *. 
So we have good Reaſon to ſay, con- 
cerning theſe Writers of the Bible, we 
know that no Man could, at leaſt we 
are ſure that no Man would, have writ- 
ten ſuch Things of their own Heads, 


and if they had not been inſtt ucted hat 


they ſhould write by the Spirit of God. 
Again, 

3. The perfect Harmony and dan ree- 
ment of the ſeveral Books of the Scriptures 
with one anither, is a very ſubſtantial 
Evidence that they were not the Fruit of 
Mens own Fancies, but that they were all 
dictated by one and the ſame Spirit, For 
fuppoſe the ſeveral Writers of the Holy 

E 2 Scriptures 


Joh. iii. 3, 
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Seriptures, from Moſes to Jobn, who 
lwed in ſuch remote Ages from one an- 
other, had written only their own ſeve- 
ral Fancies and Opinions, it is more than 
a hundred to one that they would have 
often contradicted one another; for: 
Mens Fancies and Opinions are as dif- 
ferent as their Faces are, and it may be 
more fo, We ſhould then have had: 
one Sett of Notions and Doctrines in one. 
Book, another oppoſite Sett of Doctrines 
in another; whereas the Bible is plain- 
ly all of a Piece, and the ſeveral Books 
of it perfectly harmonize with one an- 
other. The Doctrines are the ſame from: 
the Beginning to the End. The ſame 
Fhings which were reptreſented by Types. 
in the Old Feſtament, are delivered in 
plain Words in the New Teſtament. 
There is a wonderful Harmony and 
Agreement among all the Writers of the 
Bible, which affords a good Argument 
to prove that they were all inſtructed 
and itifpiced by one and the fame Spirit. 
We hardly find two other Mens Writ- 
ings on the ſame Subject, without ſome- 


elaſhipg and contradicting one another; 
E whereas 
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whereas in all the vaſt Variety of Sub. 
jects which the Scripture treats of, there 
is no ſuch claſhing and contradicting; 
but the ſacred Writers of both Teſta- 
ments deliver the ſame Doctrines, and 
do, in effect, ſpeak the ſame Things. 
Now it is not to. be conceived, it 1s not 
in the leaſt credible, that the mere Fan- 
cies of ſo many different Men ſhould thus 
harmonize with one another, I remem- 
ber to have read a few Lines of one of 
our Engliſh Poets, in which this Argu- 
ment is beautifully expreſſed, 


Mpence but from Heaven ſhould Men unſtill'd in 
In different Nations born, in different Parts [ Arts, 
Weave ſuch agreeing Truths? or how? or why? 
Should all conſpire to cheat us with a Lie? 
Unaſ#d their Pains, ungrateful their Advice, 
Starving their Gains and Martyrdom their Price, 
DRYDEN. 


And this hints a further Argument to 
prove that the Writers of the Bible were 
ioſtructed in what they wrote by the 
Spirit of God, viz. 

4. That they could be under no Temp- 
tation, from any Proſpect of worldly Ad. 
vantage, to impoſe upon others, by veni- 

<7 WM E 3 ing 


8&4 The facred Writers under no 
ing that for a Revelation from God which 

was mot. For what could they propoſe . 
by writing a Book ſo oppoſite to the 
Luſts and natural Inclinations of Men, 
as the Bible is? and what did they gain 
by it? What indeed, in this World, but 
. Perſecution, Poverty and 
Death? and all this they contentedly 
ſubmitted to and bore, for the Truth 
which they had received and delivered 
from God. Many of them ſealed their 
Teſtimony with their Blood ; which is 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of Honeſty and 
Sincerity that Micn could give in fach a 
Caſe. Could we ſuppoſe them cunning 
enough to have contrived the Bible of 
their, own Heads, and wrcked enough to 
have written it in the Name of God; yet 
what Motive could they have ſo to do? 
Would they take all that Pains only to 
ruin themſelves in this World, and to 
damn themſelves in the World to come? 
We cannot ſure ſuppoſe ſuch Monſters 
in Nature, as the ſacred Writers muſt 
have been, if the Bible be not the Word 


of 9 
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Thus we have made it appear. 


That the Writers of the Bible were Men 
of ſound Mind and ſober Judgment; 


— that they were honeſt and upright 


Men.—— We have obſerved, that the 
perfect Agreement of the ſeveral Books 
of the Scripture with one another, is a 

very ſubſtantial Evidence that they were 
not the Fruit of Mens own Fancies and 
Opinions, but that they were all written 
under the Inſpiration of one and the ſame 
Spirit. And further, we have obſer v- 
ed that the ſacred Writers could be un- 
der no Temptation, from any Proſpect 
of worldly Advantage, to impoſe ſuch a 
Forgery upon the World, as the Scrip- 


tures muſt needs be, if they are not the b 


Word of God. From all which there 
ariſes a ſtrong Argument in Proof of the 
divine Authority of the Bible. 

A ſecond Argument may be taken from 


the Contents of the Bible itſelf, or from 


what it contains, Here many learned 


Men have taken notice of the very Lan- 
guage and Style in which the Scriptures 
are written, which ſeems to have ſome- 
thing in it more than human, a certain 
_ Majeſty 
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Majeſty and Grandeur, and emphatical 
Propriety in the very Words and Lan- 
guage of the Bible, which are very much 
ſuperior to all mere human Writings 
whatever, But this Evidence lies chief- 
ly before thoſe who are ſkilled in the 
Original Tongues, in which the Bible 


was written ; for there 1s no Tranſlation 


that comes up near to the Beauty of the 


Original ; and therefore ] will not now 
inſiſt upon it. 

But the apparent Deſign and Tenden- 
cy of the Scriptures affords a very conſi- 
derable Argument for the Truth of 
them; for they moſt evidently tend, 
throughout, to advance the Glory of 
God, and to promote our Conformity 
to him, That is the Sum of what the 
Scripture aims at in every Page. It diſ- 
plays the Glory of the ſeveral Perfecti- 
ons of God, much beyond what the 
Book of Nature, or any other Book in 
the World, ever did or could do. The 


Scripture teaches us to admire, to adore 


and to praiſe God, as wel] for all the 
Good that we do, as for all the Good 


that we obtain, or hope for. Mo made 
thee 
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thee to: differ from another, and what haſt 


thou that thou didft not receive from God®, 

of bim, and through him, and to him are 
all Things. To him be Ghry +. So 
ſpeaks the Scriptures. And as it tends 
to advance the Glory of God, fo alſo to 
promote our Conformity to him, and to 
recover us from the Ruins of our Fall: 
To make us holy as God is holy; and 
thereby to fit us for his Preſence in Hea- 
ven; To make us meet to be Partakers of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light 7. 
This is, moſt apparently, the Deſign 
and Tendency of the Bible from one 
End to the other. It is a Deſign moſt 
worthy of the holy and bleſſed God, 
and fuch, as we cannot but conclude, 
muſt come from him. 

A further Argument for the Truth of 
the Scriptures, taken from the Contents 
of them, may be founded on the Scrip- 
ture Prophecies, and the punctual Fulfil- 
ment of them, What David ſpeaks of. 
the Knowledge of God, concerning the 
Conception and Formation of his Body, 

may 


rer + Rom. xi. 36; 
1 Col. 1. xii. lu 4 
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may be very well applied to his Fore- 


knowledge of the future Events of Time, 
as it appears in the Scripture Prophecies, 
P/al. cxxxix. 15, 16. My Subſtance 
was not bid from Thee, N. T was made 
in Secret, and curicuſl y wrought in the 
loweſt Parts of the Earth ; thine Eyes did 
fee my Subſtance, yet being imperfect, and 
in thy Book all my Members were written, 
which in continuance were fajhioned, when 
as yet there was: none of them. In like 
manner it plainly appears, from the Bi- 
ble itſelf, that, * Y/hoever was the Au- 
de thor of that Book, he ſaw the Sub- 
& ſtance and Frame of the future Events 
“ of Providence, while they were Se- 
e crets to all Men; and he wrote them 
« down in his Book, as in time they 
© ſhould come to be faſhioned, while as 
« yet there were none of them,” And 
that could be no other than the omniſci- 
ent God, We may challenge all other 
Books in the World as God challenges 
the Idols of the Heathens in Jaiab xli. 
22, 23. Let them bring forth and ſhow 
Us "what ſhall happen : Shew the Things 
that are to come * » That we 2 
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now that ye are Gods, Now this is what 
the Seripture has done, in Abundance 
of Caſes; from whence we know that it 
is the Word of God. It would be much 
too tedious to mention all the Scripture 
Prophecies which have already had their 
punctual Accompliſhment : I will only 
therefore inſtance in t̃wo or three, and 
they ſhall be Predictions of ſuch future 
Events as no human, nor indeed any 
created Wiſdom could poſſibly foreſee : 
Events that had no Connection with na- 
tural Cauſes, by which they might be 
gueſſed at before hand; but ſuch as, to 
our View of Things, were merely ac- 
cidental ; or ſuch of which there was no 
Probability at the Time when they were 
foretold ; or ſuch as depended on the 
free Will of Man in acting, which there- 
fore could be foreſeen and foretold by 
none but that God who knoweth Man's 
Thoughts afar off. Of this Sort is that 
remarkable Prophecy concerning Cyrus; 
and his reſtoring the Jeus from their 
Captivity, and rebailding their Temple, 
Jſaiab xliv. 28. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Cyrus, He is my Shepherd and ſhall per- 
form all my Pleaſure, even ſaying to Je- 


ruſalem 


60 Scripture Propbejies: 
ruſalem thou ſhalt be built; and to the 
| Temple thy Foundation ſhall be laid. Now 
it is remarkable, that this Prophecy was 
given -out long before the Captivity of 
the Jews began, when as yet there was 
no likelihood of any ſuch thing, as that 
they ſhould be carried into Captivity, 
and their Temple deſtroyed, and need 
to be rebuilt again. And it is ſtill more 
remarkable, that this Prophecy was giv- 
en out a hundred Years, at leaſt, ſome 
ſay two Hundred Years, before Cyrus was 
born; and therefore, probably, long be- 
fore his Parents were born ; and then, 
who could foretel there would ever be 
fuch a Man in the World, and that his 
Parents, who were at Liberty to call him 
by what Name they pleaſed, would call 
him Cyrus; and that he ſhould be ſo 
kindly affectionate to the Jews, tho' he 
was a Heathen, as not only to give them 
free Liberty to return to their own 
Land, but to encourage and aſſiſt them 
in building their Temple. None could 
foreſee, none could foretel all this, but 
God himſelf. From hence therefore 
we may ſurely conclude, that the Scrip- 
ture, in which all this was foretold ſo 
long 
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long before it came to pals, is the Word 
of God. 

. Imig ht inſtance again, 1n that famous 
3 — which was delivered by Ja- 
cab, concerning Shelab, or the M. lab, 
Gen. xlix. 10. The Scepter ſball not depart 
from Judab, nor the Laugiver from be- 
tween his Feet, until Shiloh come; and to 
him ſhall the gathering of the People be. 
Now at the Time when this Prophecy 
was delivered there was no Manner of 
Likelihood that the Poſterity of Jacob 
ſhould ever have a Scepter among them. 
However, it ſuch an unlikely thing 
ſhould come to pals, that any of theſe 
Shepherds, or their Poſterity ſhould riſe 
to be Kings; there was no Likelihood 
that the Scepter ſhould be in the Hands 
of Judab; for he had three elder Bre- 
thren, Reuben, Simeon, and Leui, who, in 
all human Probability, would be prefer- 
red before him. When Moſes recorded 
this Prophecy, ſome hundreds of Vears 
after it was firſt given, there was ſtill no 


the Tribe of Judab; for Moſes, who 
was then the ſupreme Magiſtrate under 


Wt God, 
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God, was of the Tribe of Levi, Foſhua, 
his Succeſſor, was of the Tribe of Epbra- 
im; and when afterwards God appoint- 
ed them a King, it was Saul, who was 
not of the Tribe of Judab, but of Ben- 
jamin; and yet at length, againſt all 
human Probability, the Tribe of Judal 
did actually obtain the Supremacy ; and 
the Scepter did continue in it, in one 
Form of Government or another, until 
Chriſt came *. So that you lee, here 
was a Prophecy of an Event, very long 
before it came to pals, which no human 
F .. Sagacity could poflibly foreſee. But 
" R®, God, who had appointed it, he foreſaw 
tit, and he only could foretel it: There- 
fore the Scripture, in which this Pro- 
phecy is contained, muſt needs be the 


Word of God. 
We 


It is not ncceſſary, to the punctual fulfilling of 
this Prophecy, that the Perſons, in whoſe Hands the 
Scepter was, ſhould be all of the Tribe of Judah, as 

indeed they were not; for the 4/moanean Princes, or 
Maccabees,who were chief Governors upward of a hun- 

dred Years, were Prieſts of the Tribe of Levi: But till 
the Tribe of Judah was the State, and the Govern- 
ment was in it, until Tudea was reduced into the Form 
of a Roman Province, which was aſter the Birth of 


- * Chriſt, 


— () kd — — 


IE Tv YEE WAS CO 


Scripture Prophecies. 63 


We will go on now to mention two 


or three Prophecies of the New Teſta- 


ment, which will as infallibly prove that 
alſo to be the Word of God. As our Sa- 
viour's Prediction of the Deſtruction of 
the Temple, and the utter Ruin of the 
Jewiſh State and Nation, when, at the 
Time of his delivering that Prophecy, 
there was no Appearance, nor human 
Probability, of any ſuch Thing. His 
Prediction of the wonderful Spread of 
the Goſpel, after his Departure; and the 
vaſt Increaſe of his Church, which he 
compares to a Grain of Muſtard Seed, 
which grows up, in a few Months, to be 
a large and ſpreading Tree. Now no- 
thing was more improbable; to all hu- - 


man Reaſon, than ſuch an - Increaſe 


of the Church of Chriſt, aftgr he, the 
Founder of it, had been "crucified, 
as an mans Malefactor: And yet 
ſo it came to paſs, juſt as he had Aug 


told it would be. Again the Rejection 


and Diſperſion of the Fews are foretold, 
both in the Old Teſtament and in the 
New: And it is alſo foretold, that in 


Time (the Time that God has appoint- 


S INES 
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ed for that great Event) there ſhall be 
a general Converſion of the Jews ; they 
ſhall be again received into the Church 
and Favour of God; and all 1/ae/ ſhall 
be ſaved . Now, tho' this Prophecy 
is hot yet accotnpliſhed, yet the Steps 
of Providence which are leading to it are 
ſuch, and fo wonderful, that one can- 
not but believe that it ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed in the appointed Time. I mean, 
God's preſerving the Fews a diſtin 
People, ſeparate from all others, though 
ſcattered abroad into all Lands; and that 
for ſo many hundred Yeats together. 
It is a moſt marvellous Thing, ſuch as 
no Hiſtory of any other Nation or Peo- 
ple in the Wotld can ſhow the like. 
Again, the Prophecy of the Man of 
Sin, which is delivered by St. Paul, 2 
Th. li. and which is fo plainly fulfilled 
in Pepery, in every particular of it, 
athoufits, I think, to no leſs than a De- 
monſtration that the Apoſtle wrote un- 
der the Infpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For I am ſute no human Wiſdom or 
Sagacity Would have conjeftured 9 
| | ch 


* Rom, xi. 26. 
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ſuch a Monſter as Popery ſhould ever 
riſe out of Chriſtianity *. Now from 


| theſe Scripture Prophecies, and many 


more which might be mentioned, there 
ariſes a moſt ſubſtantial Evidence of the 


Truth of the Scriptures; or that they 


are indeed the Word of God. And thus 
you ſee, in a few Inſtances out of many, 
that the Scripture has foretold ſuch 
Things as none could poſſibly foreſee,and 
therefore none could foretel, but God. 

Thus we have proved the Truth of 
the Scriptures from the Character and 
Condition of the Writers, —and from 
the Contents of the Scriptures themſelves, 
I ſhall add but one Proof more, which 
ariſes, 

T birdy, From the good Effects which. 
the. Scriptures have produced. Here 
tet us firſt take notice of that miraculous 
Teſtimony which God gave to the Word 

F 3 | | of | 


* See Dr. Benſon's Diſſertation on the Man of Sin, 
at the End of his Paraphraſe on the ſecond Epiſtle to 
the Meſſalanians; in which it is ſhown, with convin - 
cing Evidence, that all the Characters of he Man of 
Sin, in that Prophecy, do exaQly ſuit to Popery :* And 
therefore we cannot doabt but that Popery was intended 


by it. 
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ing, and ſucceeding, as in the wonder- 


of his Grace, by the wonderful Suceefs 
of the Goſpel when it was firſt preach» 
ed; and then we ſhall ſpeak of the more 
ſtated and ordinary Effects of it in other 

"I 
* I fay the Truth of the Goſpel was mi- 
faculouſly evidenced by the wonderful Suo- 

ſs of it, oben it was firſt preached by the 
201 Miraculoufly, 1 ſay, for I 
lbok upon the Succeſs of the Apoſ- 
tles Preaching to be a greater Miracle 
than any other which they wrought. I 
am ſure that our Saviour gives it the 
Preference to all the Miracles which he 
himſelf had wrought, John xiv. 12. He 
faid to his Difciples, He tbat believeth on 
me, the Works that I do ſball be do like= 
wiſe; and greater Works than theſe ſhall 
he do, becauſe I go to the Father, Plainly 
referring to the Converſion of Sinners, by 
their preaching of his Goſpel, after his 
Aſcenſion to Heaven. Never was there 
any Event of Providence, never any 
Work performed among Men, in which 


there were ſuch evident Traces and To- 


kens of a divine Power concurring, aid- 


ful 


_ az 


* 
| the Preathing f FD ie, 6 
fal Succels of the Apoſtles Preiching : 
Hereby God did, in a moſt ſurpri 
Manner, give Teſtimony to the Ward of 
Vi; Grace. Let us here ſingle out a few 
Inſtances, relating to their Preaching 
and their Succeſs, which manifeſt that 
the Hand of the Lord was with them, 


1. Confider what Difficulties theſe 
Preachers of the Goſpel had to encounter 
with, They were fach as made their 
Succeſs aliens improbable. For 
the World was generally ſunk mto the 
Dregs of Idolatry and Wickedneſs; and 
nothing could be more tontrary to the 
corrupt Inclmations of Mankind, than 
the Doctrine which the Apoſtles preach- 
ed. It was no fine Story to pleaſe the 
Fleſh, and humour Senſuality; but quite 
the contrary, it taught and it required 
Self-denial and Mortification, and uni- 
verſal Purity, This Doctrine therefore 
muſt needs be very unpopular. And 
further, it would be no little Prejudice 
againſt it, That the Author of this Doc- 
trine was but a mean and obſcure Per- 


ſon, and a Man of a very obnoxious 
Character, 
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Character, Jeſus, the Son of a Carpenter, 
who had been accuſed, by his own 
Countrymen, of Treaſon and Blaſphe- 


my, and had been condemned by Plate, 


the Roman Governor, to ſuffer the moſt 
painful and ignominious Death, Now, 


to invite Men to become Diſciples to this 


Teſus, after he was crucified and dead, 
how. prepoſterous would it ſeem? to tell 
Men that they muſt truſt for eternal 
Life and Salvation, on one that could- 
not, or however did not, fave himſelf 
from being put to death, Who would 
not laugh at ſuch a wild Propoſal ? We 
reach Chriſt crucified unto the Fews a 
Stumbling-Block, and to the Greeks Fool- 
TI 
Let it be obſerved again, That the 
Doctrine and Preaching of the Apoſtles 
were vigorouſly oppoſed by Men of Fi- 
gure, and that they were perſecuted 
where-ever they came. Then was re- 
markably fulfilled that Prophecy, P/al. 
ii. 2. The Kings of the Earth ſet them- 


ſelves, and the Rulers took Counſel toge- 


ther againſt the Lord, and againſt his 
oy Ez - Anointed, 


: £ 2 1 Cor. i, 23. 
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The Success of the Apoſtles Preaching, 6g 
Anointed. And what Hope could the 
Apoſtles have of any Succeſs of their 
Preaching, under all theſe Diſadvantages 
and Diſcouragements, when their Doc- 
trine was ſo unpopular in itfelf, and when 
the whole World, in a Manner, ſtood 
againſt them. And farther let it be 
conſidered, - | | 
2. What Sort of Men theſe firſt Preach« 
ers of the Goſpel were, If any Enterpriſe 
ever required Men of Education and 
Learning, of Powet and Intereſt, to ren- 
det it ſucceſsful, ſurely this did. But 
were the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel 
ſuch Men? No, far otherwiſe. Chriſt 
commiſſioned and ſent forth a few Hſb- 
ermen to preach his Goſpel ; Men of 
mean Rank and Condition, without Cre- 
dit or Intereſt, without the Authority of 
Power, or the Charms of Eloquence : 
Theſe were the Men whom Chriſt ſent 
forth to preach his Goſpel, and to ſet 
up his Kingdom in the World ; to con- 
found Judaiſm and overturn Paganiſm. 
Nu ſee your Calling, Brethren, ſays the 
Apoſtle, how that not many wiſe Men af. 
ter the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
| noble 


oo De Succeſs of the firſt - 
noble are called, or rather, it could be 
rendered, are employed in calling you. 
1 Gor. i. 26. Theſe are the Men that 
are ſent to confute the learned Rabbr's, 
and the famous Philoſophers, Was ever 
any thing ſo unlikely, and improba- 
ble? The heavenly Treaſure is placed in 
earthen Veſſels, like Gideon's Lamps in 
earthen Pitchers, that the excellency of the 
Power might appear to be of God. 2 Cor. 
iv. 7. Let us now ſee, 
3. What Succeſs they had. Here we 
fee the Power of God ſhining but very 
illuſtrious, by which he gave Teſtimeny 
to the Wordof bis Grace. For, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Difadvantages and Diſ- 
couragements, the Succeſs of their - 
Preaching was aſtoniſhingly great. They 
made Proſelytes and Converts to the 
Faith of the Goſpel by hundreds and 
thouſands at a Sermon; 4 ſpread their 
Doctrine in a few Vears over moſt 
Countries of the then known World. 
And the Change it wrought in the 
Hearts and Lives of Men was very won- 
derful. It was ſuch indeed as was not 


poſſible for any Power but that of God 
| | | to 


> 
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to effect. Where-ever the Goſpel came 
it transformed Pagans into Chriſtians. 
They renounced the Religion of their 
Anceſtors, in which they had been edu- 
cated ; and turned from their Idols to ſerve 
the living and true God *, All the Pow- 
er of human Learning and Eloquence, 


could not ſtand againſt the Power of 


the Preaching of theſe poor Fiſhermen ; 


and notwithſtanding the mighty Oppo- 


fition that was then made to the Goſpel, 
in every Country where thoſe Preachers 
came, yet it ſpread through the World 
with amazing Swiftneſs, Tertullian, 
who lived in the next Age after Chriſt, 
has theſe Words in his Apology, which 

he addreſſes to the Heathen Magiſtrates, . 
« If, ſays he, we were Enemies to your 
1 State, you might well ſeek new Ci- 
« ties and Countries to govern; for you 
« would have more Enemies than 
« Friends in your Empire, We have 
e filled your Towns, your Cities, your 
« Provinces, your Caſtles, your Camps, 
« and your Courts; only we have left 


« your Idol * to ng ; all 
0 other 
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% other Places are full of Chriſtians,” 
Thus was the /:1/le Flock of Chriſt en- 
cxeaſed in a few Years ; /o mightily grew 
the Ward of God and prevailed. Now 

we muſt ſurely be blind, if we don't ſee 
there was ſomething more than human 


in all this. And thus was the Truth of 


the Goſpel atteſted from Heaven, by the 
miraculous Succeſs of the firſt Preachers 
of it. And if the Goſpel be true, the 
whole Scriptures are the true Word of 
God: For Chriſt came nat to deſtroy the 
Law or the Prophets, but to fulfil them * ; 
and the New Teſtament gives Teſtimo- 
ny to the Old, that a// Scripture was 
given by Inſpiratian of God ; and that 
boly Men of old Jpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghyt |. 

Thus you ſee the miraculous Succeſs 
of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel gives 
a ſtrong Evidence to the Truth of it, 
and of the whole Scriptures. Let us 


alſo, 
II. A little attend to the more Plated 


and ordinay Effect: of the Ward of Gad, 
| which 


2 Matt. v. 17. + 2 Tim. iii. 16, 
4 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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which are common to all Ages, It is moſt 
commonly by means of this Word that 
Sinners are converted, that dead Souls 
are revived and raiſed to Newneſs of 
Life. So it was in ancient Times, Of 
his own Will begat he us with the Word 
e Truth, James i. 18. And fo it is ſtill, 
Faith cometh by hearing: and hearing by 
the Word of God *. It is alſo by this 
Word, that the Souls of good People 
are edified and comforted, that the di- 
vine Life of Grace is advanced, and at 
length ripened into the heavenly Life of 
Glory, As when John the Baptiſt ſent 
ſome of his Diſciples to Chriſt with this 
Queſtion, Art thou be that ſhould come, or 
do we look for another? Our Saviour re- 
turned no other Anſwer, but this, Go 
and ſbeu Fohn thoſe Things which you do 
hear and ſee, the Blind receive their Sight, 
the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 
the Deaf bear, the dead are raifed up, 
and the Poor bave the Goſpel preached un- 
to them. Matt. xi. 4, 5. That was enough 
to ſatisſy any conſiderate Perſon, that je- 
ſus was the Chriſt; for the Miracles 
G which 


Rom. x. 17. 
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which he wrought were too great 
and glorious for an Impoſtor; and 
befides in them an ancient Scripture- 
Prophecy, concerning the promiſed Meſ- 
ſiah, was very literally fulfilled, viz. when 
he, their God, will come and ſave them, 
then the Eyes of the Blind ſhall be opened, 
and the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſtop- 
\ ped, &c. Jia. xxxv. 5, 6. © So, if the 
* Queſtion be put, whether theſe Scrip- 
« tures are the Word of God, is it not 
ce ſufficient to ſay ? Hereby dead Sinnets 
cc are often raiſed to Newneſs of Life; 
* the Eyes of thoſe whom the God of 
cc this World had blinded are opened; 
« Hearts, which were full of all Un- 
e cleanneſs, are purified ; and poor de- 
& jected Souls are wonderfully ſupport- 
ce ed and comforted, And can we think 
© that the Tree which bears ſuch good 
« Fruit as this, is of any other plant- 
© ing than God's? Are theſe the Ef- 
t fects of the Words of Men only? No, 
« what Man could ſpeak the Dead to 
te Life, or the ſorrowful and dejected, 


* s into Joy and Comfort?” But this is 


what 
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what the Bible has done in a thouſand 
Inſtances. Therefore ſuch as have ex- 
perienced the Power of thoſe divine 
Truths, which the Scripture teaches, in 
their own Souls need no other Evidence 
to prove to them that the Bible is the 
Word of God, This is that Witneſc, 
which St. John ſpeaks of, which the Be- 
liever has in his own Heart, 1 Jobn v. 
10. He that believeth on the Son of Goa, 
hath the Witneſs in himſelf. And it is ſuch 
a Witneſs as no Bribes can filence, no 
Sophiſtry of Men, or Devils, can con- 
fute: It is the moſt confirming Teſti- 
8 of all others, to the Man that has 
; who has heard, as it were, God 
freaking to him by his Word, to whom 
the Word of God has been an effectual 
Means of drawing his Soul to him. But 
this Witneſs is like that white Stone, with 
a new Name written upon it, which no 
Man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth it“. 
It is in vain therefore to alledge this Teſ- 
timony to Unbelievers, who have never 
taſted of the Grace of God, nor experi- 
enced the Power of the Goſpel upon 
G 2 their 
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their own Souls; but to thoſe who have 
experienced it, none is ſo ſatisfactory, 
none ſo confirming. As when ſome of 
the Corinthians; who had been converted 
by St. Paul's Preaching, were tempted 
to doubt of his Commiſſion to be an 
Apoſtle of Chriſt, he adviſes them only 
to examine themſelves, as to the Effect 
of his Miniſtry, upon their own Souls, 
2 Cor. xiſi. 3, 5. Since you ſeek a Proof 
of Chrift's ſpeaking in me, examine your- 
ſelves whether ye be in the Faith, For 
if Chriſt had ſpoken effectually to their 
Souls by St. Paul's Preaching, ſo as 
thereby to convert them, and implant 
in them ſaving Faith, they could not have 
a better Evidence that Chriſt owned 
bim for his Apoſtle, and had ſpoken by 
him: So, if at any Time a Doubt is ſug- 
geſted to your Minds, about the Truth 
of the Scriptures, examine yourſelves 
as to the Effect they have had upon your 
own Souls, Has God, by them, awa- 
kened you out of your carnal Security? 
Has he, by them, raiſed you up to 


Newneſs of Life? Has he, by them, 


ſpoken Peace and Comfort to your 
Souls, 
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Souls, when they were in Diſtreſs and 
Trouble? Has he, by them, ſanctified 
you, and ſupported you hitherto? What 
ſtronger Evidence can you have, that 
theſe Scriptures are the Word of God? 

Thus I have finiſhed the Argument 
which I propoſed from my Text. And 
now, upon the whole, cannot we make 
theſe Words our own, and ſay, we know: 
that this Teſtimony is true? 

For the Improvement of this Subject 
let us 

Firſt, Reverence and prize the "Bible. 
Read it and regard it, not as the Word 
of Men, but of God; as if God himſelf 
was ſpeaking to you from Heaven, as he. 
ſpoke to Moſes, or as Chriſt ſpoke to 
Paul. Read this Word of God with 
Reverence, and ſpeak of it with Reve- 
rence ; never turn any of the Words of 
Scripture into a 7e/?, nor uſe them to 
adorn a Piece of Wit; but et the Word 
of God dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom. 
Conlider your Bible as the Oracles of 
God ; and give it due Reverence, for its 
Author's . Sake, And how ſhould you 


prize it on account of its vaſt uſefulneſs? 
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Was there a Book written that could 
teach you a ſure and certain Way to be * 
rich and proſperous in this World, who Þþ 
would be without it ? But this Book, . 
the Bible, will teach you much more 
important and uſeful Leſſons than all 
that; for it will make you wiſe unto Sal- . 
vation. It will teach you how you may 
become reconciled to God, whom you 
have ſo grievouſly offended; how you 
may obtain his Favour, which is better 
than Life, and how you may eſcape his 
Wrath which is worſe than Death, This 
Book is your beſt, and your only ſure 
Guide in the Way to immortal Life and 
Blefledneſs. Reverence and prize the 
Bible as the Book by which you ſhall be 
judged in the laſt Day; when ze Books 
ſhall be opened (the Book of Scripture no 
doubt for one) and the Dead ſhall 5: 
Judged out of thoſe Things which are writ- 
ten in the Books, according to thetr 
Works *, Open it therefore beforehand, ' 
There you may ſee what your Doom is - 
then like to be; and if you find that 
your ane in danger of being condemned 

in 


Rev. xx. 12. 
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dgme: t, and doom d to everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhment, this Book will ſhow you 
| how you may fly from the Wrath to come, 


and obtain eternal Life. Or if you can find 


your own Character, among the Scri 


ture-Characters of the Children of God, 
and the Heirs of his heavenly King- 


dom, how will that raiſe and enliven 
your Hopes ? How will that ſupport and 
comfort you under all your worldly 
Troubles? How will it ſweeten this mor- 


tal Life, when you can ſee it flowing on 
apace to an immortal Life of Glory? 


Reverence and prize the Bible therefore, 
as the grand Charter of all your Bleſſ- 
ings, and of ail your Hopes;and therefore, 


Seconaly, Be very thankful to God that 


you have the Bible, Be thankfal that he 
has been pleaſed to give us a new Reve- 
lation, after we had caſt off the Know- 


ledge of the Moſt high, and brought 


' ſuch diſmal Darkneſs on our Minds by 
Sin ; that he has given us ſo clear a Re- 
velation of his Goodneſs and Love, to 
encourage our Return to him, and our 
truſt upon his Mercy for Pardon and 
eternal Life ; and that he has marked _ 
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the Way to eternal Life, ſo plain before 
us, in his Word. Be thankful to God, 
and bleſs his Name, that he has given 

you ſuch abundant Evidence, that theſe 
Scriptures are indeed his Word ; fo that 
you may, moſt ſafely, venture your Souls 
and your eternal Salvation upon them. 
Be thankiul that you have the free Uſe 
of the Scriptures; that your Lot was not 
caſt either into a Heathen Country, where 
the Bible is not heard of, or into a po- 
piſb Country, where it is little more than 
heard of; where it is locked up from 
the People, and they are not ſuffered to 
read it. How graciouſly has God diſ- 
tinguiſhed you from Heathens and from 
Papiſis. And, eſpecially, if he has been 
pleaſed to attend his Word with an ef- 
ficacious Bleſſing to your Souls; if God 
has begotten you again by his Word of 
Truth, how are you diſtinguithed from 
many others who dwell in Proteſtant 
Countries, who may have the free Uſe 
of the Bible, but have no Heart to uſe 
it ; and whoſe dreadful Condemnation 
it will be, that Light came into the World, 
the Light of the glorious Goſpel ſhone 


all 
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all around them, but they loved Darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds 
were evil . You have reaſon to regard 
the Bible as an invaluable Bleſſing, a 
the greateſt and beſt Gift of God next to 
the Gift of his Son ; and without which 
you would have known nothing of 
Chriſt, and of Salvation by him. Thanks 
be to God for this his unſpeakable Gift, 
Thirdly, Manifeſt your high Eſteem of 
the Scriptures, and your thankfulneſs for 
them, by your diligent Uſe of them, Read 
and ſtudy the Bible, ſet your Hearts to 
it, for It 15 not a vain Thing for you, be- 
cauſe it is your Life. Let it be as the 
Man of your Counſel, your conſtant 
Guide in the Way of your Pilgrimage. 
Labour to underſtand what you read; 
and pray for the teaching of the good 
Spirit of God to open your Underſtanding 
that you may underſtand the Scriptures ; 
and alſo, to ſet home divine Truths up- 
on your Hearts, that ſo, oh:/e you behold 
in the Glaſs of the Word the Glery of the 


Lord, you may be changed into the ſame 
Image 


＋ John iii. 19. 
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Image from Glory to Glory *, Be not 
ſatisfied with all the Knowledge you 
can gain by your reading and ſtudying, 
without feeling the Power of divine 
Truths upon your own Hearts, in your 
growing Conformity to a holy God, 
your Delight in his Word and Ordinan- 
ces, your Submiſſion to his Will, and 
Obedience to his Precepts, and in the 
devout Aſpiration of your Souls after a 
more intimate Communion with him, 
and a more perfect Enjoyment of his 
Preſence and Love; and ſo ſhall your 
Souls be nouriſhed up in the Words of 
Faith, and of good Dofirine, until you 
come unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt; when all Darkneſs 
ſhall be diſſipated by the Light of hea- 
venly Glory ; and when your Faith ſhall 
be ae | into Viſion, and your Hope 
into everlaſting Enjoyment. 
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* 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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